Back in the Countryé
Bell Acres Stories g
By Debby Rabold

CO u ntry S C h 0 O I S Sewickley Heights Township (Sewickley Hills) School District Bus

Following paths once used by native peoplesyvasduringthe late 1790s and early 1800s tHamilies began
venturinginto the wildernessNorth of the Ohio River

There were no schools, churches or stores among the isolated farmst&dasling might consisvf simple
lessons imeading and writing taught byarentswho themselve®ften hadalimited formal educationAt atime
when printed materials were scar@nd costly the family Biblevasoften the only reading materidiound in
homes

The earliesrural schools were subscription school$his type of school was operated by an individual who
collecteda fee for eaclchild who attended clasgs, which wereusually offeredfor four monthsduring the
winter when childrenwere not neededo work in the fields. The quality of teachirajd contentvariedfrom
school to schoohs there were no standards or oversight.
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Class was tauglm acrudelogbuildingopposite what is now inbrook Park fostudentswho livedl & ¥ I NJ |
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add grammar ad geography to the curriculum. For many yealss tvas theextent offormal schooling available

to children fortunate enough to have parents who could afford the subscription fees.
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much the same as this 178@sa log academy that opened near Canonsburg
Pennsylvaniaand laterbecame Jefferson Collegdow restored the building
stands on the campus of Wasgion & Jefferson Collegén Washington,
Pennsylvania.

Realizing the need for educated citizeRgnnsylvania passed legislationl834 that allowednunicipalities to
levy taxes for the purpose of building public schotlstil the midtwentieth century, when consolidations
became the norm, each township and borough was its own school distribtits own school directors.
Beginning in 1854nian atempt to bring a level of uniformityo public educatia, Allegheny County appointed
asuperintendent to oversee thiarge number omunicipalschool districtsvithin its borders Interestingly, the
majority of teacherst the timewere male. Only later,id women begin to dominate the teaching field.
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Thefirst evidenceof aschool in what later became Bell Acres Boroaghearson an 18510hio Township map.
An unnamed school houses shownat the corner of Backbone and Camp Mag roads. In 1854he newly
createdSewickley dwnship sought permission from the State to sell a schoolhppissumably the same one

A different Camp Meeting Road schoolhouse appears on an
1862 map.Most often, schoolgook the rame of a nearby
property ownerand this particular schoo] which was once
known as the Meansor Hockenberger schoolis today
remembered as the Jenny SchoolThe remodeled
schoolhouse is
currently the
Bell Acres
Municipal
Building(left).

By 1876, a second school had been built on Camp Meetew,
the Sevin Road intersectio@nce known as the Creese Schdol,
wasrenamedthe Friday Schoand is today a remagled private
residence(right).
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In 1933,the Jenry and Friday schools were amofity-three —
remaining oneroom schools in Allegheny Countgudents in

grades one through four attended the Jenny School while older students in grades five through eight attende
the Friday SchoolUpon completingthe eighth grade studentswere given a countydministeredexamto
determine if they vould graduate After receiving a diploma, the studehtd no further obligation to attend
school. If, howeverhe or shewishedto go on tohigh school, it wassa tuition studentwith the hame district
covering the casand the family providing transportatiorSewickky Township students had the choice of
attending Sewickley, Lestlale or Ambridge high schools. Unfortunately, it was the lack of transportation that
prevented many young people from continuing their education

Municipalitiesgradually replacetheir aged one-room schoolsvith newmulti-room schoolsn whicheach grade
levelnot onlyenjoyed its own classroom and teacher, lalgohadthe benefit ofindoor plumbing! Despite its
advantages, consolidation was often opposed by taxpayers whofetroom schools wergerfectly fine.
Facing years of opposition\itas not until the 1937 school year that school directors in Franklin Township
[Franklin Parkjvith the help of federal fundingvere able to close their five oa@om schools and opea
consolidated schooBeforethen, some Franklinfamilieschoseto enroll their children as tuitbn students in
aO/ I yRf S&a consplidafed Kgoi® Schowlhere there were only two grades in each classroom,
instead of the usual eight found in the @noom schools.

Because majority ofschooldistricts did not have high schools and lacked the resources to offer anything more
than a rudimentary education, the State Legislature pasaedill in 1947 requiring counties to create
administrative units for public schoolsthus enablingdistricts to better utilizetheir combinedfacilities and
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resourcesto provide studentswith more educational opportunities. Allegheny Countias charged withhe
task of organizind.30+independent schoallistrictsinto forty administrative units

As early as 1952\llegheny Countgind the Statd3oard of Educatiomdicated theywanted theelevenSewickley
Valleycommunitiesand their ten school district® becomeoneadministrativeschooldistrict. Theplanincluded
Sewickley, Leetsdale, Edgewartbsborne, Haysville, Glenfield and Sewickley Heights boroughs\igipo,
Leet, SewicklejBell Acrespnd Sewickley Hdigs [Sewickley Hillsfownships The ideawas not well received
by the districtsand could not be implemented withodheir unanimous approval

The issue facing most districts was whether to come together as a Jointure or a Union. Jointures meant distric
would share facilities and reacces while keeping their own school boards and control of their taxes. One
member from each of the districts would sit on a joint board. A Union meant there would be only one schoo
board, which would set a uniform tax for the entire district. Arriving decision was a long and difficult process.
Change was hard.
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form a Union district and raise taxes to build a new high school was rejegtethbrs whose taxes would have
as much as doubledinder thisplan{ Sg A O f S & take’ Woyilé Hfave Iri3@n by 60%

Leetsdalecountered by proposig a fivedistrict jointure of itself and Edgeworth wittSewickley, Leet and
Sewickley Heights township$hisproposal was rejected by the County sinegy lan had to include all ten
districtsin order to receive State and County approval

It was inJuly 195@hat the Quaker Valley Joint
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tenth jointure. Sewickey, Leesdale, Sewickley
Heighs, EdgeworthHeights Glenfield and
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meaning others could join at a later time. Eag
retained its own school boardith operating .,
costs apportioned by assessed properf¥./
valuations andhe number of pupils from each S8k
community. Leetsdale High Schodtight)
became the new Quaker Valley High Sclzowl
the former Sewickley High Schogbelow)
became a junior highHaysJie joined the
districtin Septembeiafter closing the last one
room school in all of Allegheny County.

Sewickley, Aleppo.] At the same time, the
Leet Townshipsin} new district agreed to
naker Valley Pact accept tuition students

from Leet, Aleppo and

Sewickley townshipsNot until April 1958&did
the townshigs join the district as memberthus
completing the Quaker Valley School District.
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SchoolStories

When it ceded from Ohio Township in 1854, Sewickley Township included all of what is now Bell Acre
Edgeworth, Leet and Leetsdale as welpadions of Sewickley Heights and Sewickley Hills. Sewickley Borough
left Ohio Township the previous year
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Sewickley Township School District:
i 6schools averaging 4 months of classes

1 5 male teachers earning an average $25/month -
f 1 female teacher earning $20/month TEACHERS WANTED
1 101 male students and 68 female students FOUR TEACHERS WANTED IN

Franklin Township...Four months
tuition to commence November

1%, 1866. Salary, $30.00 per
month.

Sewickley Borough School District:
i1 3 schools averaging 6 months of classes
1 1 male teacher earng $40.00/month
1 2 female teachers earning $22.50/month
1 107 male students and 96 female students

Haysville School

Until 1937, Haysville’s original one-room
schoolhouse sat perched on the hillside
overlooking the Beaver Road (top). It was
during construction of the Ohio River
Boulevard that Allegheny County razed the
school and replaced it with a new brick
building a short distance away (bottom).

The school continued to operate until
September 1956 when Haysville formally
joined the new Quaker Valley Joint School
District and students were bussed to Osborne
Elementary and Sewickley Junior-High.
Haysville School had the distinction of being
the last one-room school in Allegheny County
to close.
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Magee & Blackburn Tw&oom Schools

Until Sewickley HeightsoWwnship (Sewickley Hillsand Edgeworth Borougformed the EdgeworthSewicklg
Heights School District in 1950, students attended schoolagee and Blackburn roads in Sewickley Heights
Township. Magee Schoo] which housed grades five througdight, closed in 1949. Blackbu8tlool, which
housed the younger students closed tudlowing year. @ixes werghen increasedo pay for two buseseeded

to transportpupils to Edgeworth School, whiféatured ten classrooms and an auditorium. Durihg 195G,
Sewickley Heights Borough annexed acreage from adjacent municipalitieey is whythe Blackburn School
siteis nowlocated within thatborough.The former site of the Magee School is now pdHrthe Sewickley Hills
Borough Park. The Blackburn School site is currently used for church parking.

Magee School Blackburn students standing in theihsolyard
opposie the Blackburn Methodist Church.

“We moved to Camp Meeting Road [Franklin Township] in the Spring of 1936 and my mother and great-uncle
drove me to the McDevitt School for my first day of school. Prior to this, | attended the school in Edgeworth
where | dressed in knickers, a white shirt, white socks and dress shoes. After seeing the country one-room school
and the boys dressed in boots, jeans and t-shirts, my mother went home and cried all day. | loved it there. We
tried to throw snowballs down the chimney to put out the fire, which meant we would delay the start of school.
We also tried to trap the girls in the outhouse.” Bill Hoffman

Glen Mitchell
School

By 1933, the Glen
Mitchell School on
Glen Mitchell Road
in Aleppo
Township was one
of the few
remaining one
room <hools in
Allegheny Countylhere was one first grader and two eighth graders out of twdivy students that yearThe
school had no plumbing and water had to be cadrirom a nearby farm. Reportedly, many of the parents were
jobless because of the Great Depression.
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Jenny and Friday Schools

As new municipalities were created from ehoriginal Sewickley Townshipch®ols once belonging to the
township becamehe property of the newly createdchooldistrictsin which they were locatedlhe Jenny and
Friday schools stood in what remained of Sewickley TowriBleib Acres]

Box Socialswere popular community events that were used as fundraisers for schools and churches. The
involved young women preparing a picnic style meal for two that was placed into a decorated shoe box alor
GAGK (GKS @2dzy3 fI Ré&Qa VI aidicha b kh&yong rhed NihezudicocBtrifed o
bidding ensued, with shouts and cheers urging higher higther bids. Only after openinghis choserbox,did

the young man discover with whom he would be sharing his meal.

Social a Success Box Social at Jenny School
Abox and pie social was held by the pupils of- A large crowd attended the Box Social and
WSyye {OK22f az2yRlI& S¢ entertainment held in the Jenny School Friday
the social amounted to $56. This money is to evening, December 14™. A number of people
used by the pupils to purchases a new bell for tt from Sewickley, Edgeworth, Leetsdale and
school. Pittsburgh Pres®arch 17,1920 Ambridge motored out to the school and

participated in the social activities of the evening.
Miss Gladys Grine the charming and popular
teacher of the school arranged the social and
entertainment.

Benjamin Holman...auctioned off the boxes.
Ben was quite successful as an auctioneer and
succeeded in making the boys pay a liberal price
for the boxes...

Pittsburgh Press December 22, 1923
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thoughts of loveq but in Sewickley Twp. thos
troubled thusly are learning to be carefals the
result of an edict passetecently by the schoo
board ordering Constable C. W. Profater to keep
G LIS G ( SoRtReslengpthool yard.

The board was forced to adopt this policy as f
result of complaints on the part of those residing
the neighborhood of thebuilding. The dark
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About 18 couples have been apprehended so
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will be charged with trespassing. A few a
Pittsburgh couples.
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would desert havens like Schenley and Highl:
parks for atweby-F 2 dzNJ 8 OK22f & N
Jenny School students PostGazetteApril 25, 1930




